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are bound up with the fortunes of nationalism, since it is only in com- 
munities unified by national feeling that genuine self-government is 
possible" (page 240). 

David S. Muzzey. 

The Patrimony of the Roman Church in the Time of Gregory 
the Great. By Edward Spearing. London, Cambridge University 
Press, 1918. — xix, 147 pp. 

This little book, the author of which gave his life upon a battlefield 
in France in 1916, is based upon a study of the letters of Gregory the 
Great and upon the treatises of Ewald, Borgia, Zaccaria, Hartmann 
and Grisar. After an introductory statement of the importance of the 
patrimony as the foundation of the material greatness of the medieval 
papacy, in that it enabled the pope to become a powerful independent 
ruler, twenty pages are devoted to a discussion of the growth and ex- 
tent of patrimony under Gregory the Great. It is shown that while 
the Christian Church in Rome had acquired considerable wealth in the 
early days, the acquisition of great estates by the church dates from 
the legalization by the Emperor Constantine of gifts of property to it. 
Roman nobles who had embraced Christianity made enormous dona- 
tions to the church, especially during the fifth century, and these were 
further increased by imperial bounties. Patrimony was also augmented 
by a " small but continuous stream of goods and estates " of deceased 
church dignitaries, monks and slaves (page 4 ) . Of these three sources , 
the gifts from the faithful nobles were by far the most important. 
The estates were widely distributed, but for administrative purposes 
they were grouped together to form large territories such as those of 
Italy, Sicily, Illyria, Gaul and Africa. 

Following a brief discussion of the various patrimonies, of which that 
of Sicily was the most important, the second chapter deals with the gov- 
ernment or general system of administration. Papal administration 
of the patrimony was largely imperialistic in character. The pope as 
an absolute monarch was comparable with the emperor, " the rectors 
with the provincial governors, while the Church, like the State, pos- 
sessed its defensors, notaries, and courts of justice " (page 21). Con- 
siderable detail is given to the appointment, powers and duties of these 
officials. Of especial importance is the discussion of the efforts of the 
church to build up a system of organized poor relief in connection 
with the administration of the various patrimonies. 

In the third chapter a rather detailed explanation is given of the 
internal organization of each patrimony, but of greater import is the 
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light thrown upon the prevailing social customs and conditions of the 
time. The account of the relation of the various classes of peoples 
to each other and to the papacy, will be of value to any one who seeks 
to learn something of the way in which the people of that time lived. 
The author's treatment of the attitude of the church toward slavery 
and the Jews is most laudable. 

In the fourth chapter, " Relations with the State", the author makes 
no attempt to deal in any general manner with the relations of church 
and state. He makes but brief mention of the attitude of the officials 
of the patrimony toward the state as shown by the letters of Gregory, 
which are conceded to be the only reliable source of information on 
the subject. His statement that the patrimonial officials pursued a 
policy of " watchful independence " is well made. They had as little 
intercourse as possible with the imperial officials, but in such inter- 
course they exercised tact and fairness. That the state officials were 
extortionate and oppressive was largely attributable to the decadence 
of the imperial system of administration. 

The last two chapters deal with the collection of the revenue of the 
patrimony and its expenditure. The excellence of its fiscal system, 
the author shows, enabled the church to perform many of the functions 
of a modern banking institution. A great part of its income was used 
for poor relief and various other charitable purposes. Surely the church 
in the sixth century was more conscious of its duties than in the suc- 
ceeding ages. 

This monograph is a valuable work, not only for its account of the 
origin and organization of the patrimony of the Roman Church, but 
also for the insight which it gives into general conditions in Italy during 
the fifth and sixth centuries. The state of society, the effort of the 
church in organizing a system of poor relief, the land-holding system 
and the fiscal methods of the time, the relation of the church to the 
decaying Byzantine Empire, the incompetency and rapacity of the 
imperial officials, the miserable inefficiency of the imperial government 
as compared with the smooth and efficient workings of the papal ad- 
ministration, the beginning of civic independence and the foreshadow- 
ing of the coming feudalism — all these subjects are treated in a manner 
that is most interesting and that proves the author's scholarly knowl- 
edge. In addition to a copy of a deed of gift of property to the 
church, the work is provided with a brief bibliographical note and an 
excellent index. Harry J. Carman. 

Columbia University. 



